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Today’s Worship Theme
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to
discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to
the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to
repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way.
Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and
worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Welcome &Worship Notes
● We’re glad you are here! Please know children can join us for worship too.
● Congregation responses are in bold print. “ELW” is the red hymnal. The

Holy Bible is in the lower racks below the pews.
● Our ushers can provide devices for those with hearing impairment.
● Need the internet? GraceGuests Network Password: GraceGuests1234
● Please turn off all cell phones or place them in silent mode.
● Restrooms and water fountain are down the hall from the Sanctuary.
● Got kids? Children are welcome in worship. Grab an activity bag and

children’s bulletin located at the entrance. Children are invited to come
forward for the Children’s Message and may continue upstairs for Children’s
Church & Music (about 20 minutes), during the sermon. Children will return
for Holy Communion and are welcome to receive the sacrament. Nursery is
available for children 6 weeks–4 years old.

Grace Lutheran Church Affirmation of Welcome
In the name of Jesus, who invites us with reconciling love and grace to join in
the kingdom of God, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes all who
profess, or seek to profess, Jesus Christ as their Savior. Believing that the
Gospel is God’s gift to all, we rejoice in the diversity of God’s people and
welcome all, regardless of age, cultural and economic background, ethnic
and linguistic heritage, gender, marital status, physical and mental ability,
race, sexual orientation, or any other distinction. We are all one in God’s eyes,
sharing in the free gifts of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we
encourage all to take part in the life of this congregation as we worship,
witness and openly share the love of God through Christ our Lord.

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Liturgies Annual License # SAS004144. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service

obtained from One License with License # 727683-A. All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI License #1318757.
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✠ GATHER✠

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Scan the QR code for our “Grace Happenings” weekly e-newsletter.

PRELUDE “Houston” Rebecca Groom te Velde
(“I Want To Walk As a Child of the Light”)

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of darkness and light, word of
truth, wind sweeping over the waters. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please kneel as you are able.
God, our rock and refuge, we pour out our hearts before you. We have
known you but have not always loved you. We have wounded one
another and sinned against you. We have not always recognized the Holy
Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew your
creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is
now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING HYMN “I Love to Tell the Story” ELW 661

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your
service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Please be seated.
✠WORD✠

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Message and may go
upstairs for Children’s Church & Music, then return before Holy Communion.

A READING FROM Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Repentance at Nineveh

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring
upon them; and he did not do it.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A READING FROM 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Living in the end times

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now
on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those
who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as
though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:14-20
The calling of the disciples at the sea
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The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 16As Jesus passed along
the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I
will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON Tyler Ruddy

Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY “How Clear Is Our Vocation” ELW 580

APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. I believe in God, the
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel as you are able.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each portion of the prayer ends with these words:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Please stand as you are able.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace, then be seated.
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✠MEAL✠
OFFERING SONG “Light Shone in Darkness” Mark Sedio

Light shone in darkness at the world’s creation,
Bathing in beauty nature’s revelation.
All that has being cry in adoration,

Praise for the light. Amen!

Light shone in darkness at the new creation,
Christ rose in glory, won for us salvation.

Sing, earth and heaven, hymns of jubilation,
Praise for the light. Amen!

Light shines in darkness on the full creation;
Christ’s body groaning suffers tribulation,

Longs for God’s justice, global transformation,
Praise for the light. Amen!

Please visit www.graceboone.org/donate or place your gift in the offering plate in
the Narthex or mail it to 115 E. King St, Boone, NC 28607.

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you.
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we
receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, singing:

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated. This is the Lord’s Table; all who seek Christ’s true presence promised
through this bread and wine are welcome and invited to partake in communion. You'll
receive bread first (it is gluten-, nut-, soy- & dairy-free) and then wine (grape juice is
available). Please alert an usher if you require the sacrament to be brought to you.

The first, third & fifth Sunday of the month, communion is served at the head of the aisle. On
the second & fourth Sunday, it is served around the altar rail. Also note that on the third
Sunday, healing prayers are offered in the Chapel after receiving communion.
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COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMNS “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” ELW 815
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” ELW 810

✠ SENDING✠
Please stand as you are able.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s
body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells
in you,☩ bless you and remain with you always. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Go to the World” ACS 991

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "An Organ Carol for Epiphany" Franklin D. Ashdown

CHANCEL FLOWERS
Are given to the glory of God

and in celebration of
our 56th anniversary
by Lucy & John Smyre.

SANCTUARY LAMP
Is burning to the glory of God

by Ron & Gail Schuette.

READINGS FOR JANUARY 28
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 | Psalm 111 | 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 | Mark 1:21-28
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GIVING REPORT
Giving September 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023

December
Giving

December
Budgeted Giving

Year to Date
Giving

Year to Date
Budgeted Giving

$35,324.00 $30,000.00 $142,144.76 $120,000.00

HERE’S A GLANCE OF THIS COMINGWEEK AT GRACE!

For the most up-to-date events held at Grace, see our online monthly calendar:
https://www.gracelutheranboone.org/calendar

Grace Lutheran: Sharing God’s love
so that all are served and supported.
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