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Today’s Worship Theme 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany 
cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins 
in several days. On a high mountain, Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved 
Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us 
as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to 
Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. 
Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s 
liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of 
Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 
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✠ GATHER ✠ 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
For up-to-date info, see the “Grace Happenings” Thursday e-newsletter and our             ​
website’s monthly calendar (also displayed in the Narthex & Fellowship Hall).    
 
PRELUDE                                 “In dir ist Freude”                                 Theodore Beck 
                                                      (“In Thee Is Gladness”)​

                               
We rise. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely, as we 
kneel. Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests at the expense of our 
neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We 
say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek 
your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we 
may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now 
declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the 
righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May 
the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the 
gift of peace. Amen. 
 
We rise. 
SHARING OF THE PEACE​ ​  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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GATHERING HYMN​           “How Good, Lord to Be Here”                             ELW 315 
 
GREETING​ ​                                Assisting Minister: TBD           
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY​
​
Let us pray. O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the 
voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you 
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ 
of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
​
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Be seated.                                   ✠ WORD ✠​
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​ ​ ​    
Children may come forward for the Children’s Message, then go 
upstairs for Children’s Church & Music, and return for communion. 

A READING FROM Exodus 24:12-18                          Lector: Charlene Sox​
Moses enters the cloud of God’s glory on Mount Sinai. 
​ 12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait 
there; I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses 
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the 
mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we 
come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a 
dispute may go to them.” ​
​ 15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 
18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was 
on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
​ The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 2   Read responsively. 
1 Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot 
together, against the Lord and against the Lord’s anointed? 
3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; “let us cast off their | bonds from us.” 
4 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the Lord holds them in derision.  
5 Then in wrath God speaks to them, and in rage fills them with terror. 
6 “As for me, I have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord, who said to me, “You are my son; this 
day have I begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance and the 
ends of the earth for your possession.  
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
10 And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Submit to the Lord with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
12 lest the Lord be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. Happy 
are all who take refuge in God!  
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A READING FROM 2 Peter 1:16-21​
The apostle’s message confirmed on the mount of transfiguration 

​ 16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the 
Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, 
“This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves 
heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 
mountain.​
​ 19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do 
well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must 
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men 
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.​
​

​ The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.​
​

We rise.​
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ​    

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 17:1-9​
Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son​
​

​ The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
​ 1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother 
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 
be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”                                    (CONT.)​
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​ 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and 
do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone.​
​ 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no 
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead.”​
​
​
​

​ The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Be seated.​
SERMON​                                                                                 Dr. Alan Hauser 
 
 

We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY           “Jesus on the Mountain Peak”                        ELW 317 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
We kneel.​
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
​  
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Be seated.                                      ✠ MEAL ✠  
OFFERING SONG     “Dazzling Presence on the Mountain”                Karen Black 

 
Dazzling presence on the mountain: human eyes had never seen 

Such a wonder, such resplendence, heaven and earth in close convene. 
“This is my Son, the beloved,” thunderous voice from cloud exclaimed, 

Word made flesh to heal creation, to disciples God proclaimed. 
 

From this mount of mystic splendor to the cross Christ presses on; 
Here no Moses nor Elijah, only thieves Christ’s wings adorn. 

“Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy,” was one’s penitential sigh. 
With transfiguring assurance, Christ rejoins his fervent cry. 

 
From the heights of new creation, Christ beholds his world, redeemed; 

As with Peter and companions, brings us now to sights unseen. 
Justice, mercy, and compassion; these the booths he bids us build,  
that the earth he loves may flourish as each life with grace is filled.  

 
Let our praise ring from each mountain, in deep valleys pour,  
Where, with lives of grateful service, adore Christ evermore. 

To the Son, God’s own beloved, and the Spirit endlessly, 
May the church’s praise be lifted to the blessed Trinity. 

 
 
Thank you for partnering with Grace. Visit www.graceboone.org/donate, or place 
your gift in the Narthex offering box or mail it to the church office. 
 
 
 
We rise. 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what 
you have prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal 
the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us 
with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
​
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
​
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … and join their unending hymn: 
 
​HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
​
​

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER​
​
​

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:      
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION          Communion Assistant: Peter Ejidike​

 
 
 
 
 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the 
table; taste and see. Thanks be to God! 
 
Please be seated. This is the Lord’s Table; all who seek Christ’s true presence promised 
through this bread and wine are welcome and invited to partake in communion at the head 
of the aisle. You'll receive bread first (gluten-, nut-, soy- & dairy-free) and then wine (grape 
juice is available). Please alert an usher if you require the sacrament to be brought to you. 
On the first and third Sundays, healing prayers are offered in the Chapel.​
 

COMMUNION SONG    
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COMMUNION HYMNS​         “Drawn to the Light”​ ​         ELW 593​
 
                                              ​                “Beautiful Savior” ​ ​         ELW 838​
 
We rise.​
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to 
your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may 
reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen 
and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

                                                 ✠ SENDING ✠  ​
BLESSING 

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned 
your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN​        “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” ​                           ELW 318 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE            ​“Bethold” (“Jesus On the Mountain Peak”)            Mark Sedio 

 
​

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
Are given to the glory of God and​

in honor of the church staff 
by Charlene & George Sox. 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
Is burning to the glory of God and 

in celebration of Michelle’s birthday 
by Tom Borkowski. 

 
 

READINGS FOR February 22  
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  |   Psalm 32  |  Romans 5:12-19  | Matthew 4:1-11 

​
 

 
 

GIVING REPORT 
Giving September 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 

December 
Giving 

December 
Budgeted Giving 

Year to Date  
Giving  

Year to Date 
Budgeted Giving 

$63,857.12 $33,333.33 $143,166.75 $133,333.32 
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