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19th Sunday after Pentecost
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Sharing God'’s love so that all
are served and supported.

CHURCH

The Kingdom of God

will be ... given to a people

producing its fruits.

Matthew 21:43, ESV

Today’s Worship Theme
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as
an image of lIsrael, the prophets’ mission, and Christ's death. For
Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God's love poured out in the
blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ
the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we
may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.
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<t | Greeter: TBD
Gracel Ushers: TBD
—— Altar Guild: Carolyn Witt
Coffee Host: TBD
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If you are visiting, please review the Welcome Pew Card in the hymnal holder.
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

For up-to-date info, see the “Grace Happenings” Thursday e-newsletter and our
website's monthly calendar (also displayed in the Narthex & Fellowship Hall).

[=] &4 [m]

PRELUDE “Rhosymedre” Ralph Vaughn Williams
("My Song Is Love Unknown")

We rise.
CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth. Amen. Confident that God justifies us by grace
through faith, let us confess our sin as we kneel.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through # Jesus Christ, in
whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

We rise.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.

GATHERING HYMN “All Creatures, Worship God Most High” ELW 835

GREETING Assisting Minister: TBA

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good.
Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are
right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Be seated. = WORD ¥

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children may come forward for the Children’s Message, then go
upstairs for Children’s Church & Music, and return for communion.

A READING FROM lsaiah 5:1-7 Lector: Dana Holden
The song of the vineyard

I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. ?He dug it and cleared it of
stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst
of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded rotten grapes. *And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of
Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. “What more was there to do
for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield
grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes? >And now | will tell you what | will
do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. ¢l will make it a
wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with
briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain no rain
upon it. ” For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the
people of Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw
bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 80:7-15 Read responsively.

"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be
saved.

8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and
planted it.

?You cleared the | ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

“The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar
trees by its boughs.

You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.
2Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck
off its grapes?

BThe wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field
have grazed upon it.

“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;

> behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.
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A READING FROM Philippians 3:4b-14
Nothing surpasses the value of knowing Christ.

[Paul writes:] “° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh,
| have more: > circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the
law, a Pharisee; °as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. ®More than that, | regard everything as loss because
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in
order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. '°1 want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, "if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of
me. ® Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it,
but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 21:33-46
The parable of the vineyard owner’s son

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner

who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it,
and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away.
**When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants
to collect his produce. *But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. ** Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. *’ Then he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ *® But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.! *°So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when the owner
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “ They said
to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”

“2Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'?
“*“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a people that produces its fruits. “*The one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.”

“>*When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “®They wanted to arrest
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a
prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
SERMON Pastor Steve Troisi

We rise.

HYMN OF THE DAY “lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” ELW 727
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. | believe in God, the
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

We kneel.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each portion of the prayer ends with these words:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be seaqted. * MEAL =
OFFERING SONG “Bread of the World” Stan Pethel

Bread of the world, in mercy broken, wine of the world in mercy shed,

By whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead:
Look to the heart by sorrow broken, look on the tears by sinners shed.
Now be this time to us the token that by your grace our souls are fed.

Renew your spirit deep within us, that we may serve with purer hearts.
Make each voice of praise more glorious, let each believer do their part.
Increase our heart’s desire to serve you, Lord, as Jesus’ love within us grows.
May every person come to praise you, Lord, let holy love and kindness flow.

Bread of the world, in mercy broken, wine of the world in mercy shed,

By whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead:
Look to the heart by sorrow broken, look on the tears by sinners shed.
Now be this time to us the token that by your grace our souls are fed.

Give us, Lord, the living bread.

Thank you for partnering with Grace . Visit www.graceboone.org/donate, or place
your gift in the Narthex collection box or mail it to 115 E. King St, Boone, NC 28607.




We rise.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we
have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love
to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION Communion Assistant: TBA

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,
come! Thanks be to God!

Please be seated. This is the Lord’s Table; all are welcome! Receive communion at the head
of the aisle: bread (gluten-, nut-, soy- & dairy-free) and then wine (grape juice is available).
Alert an usher if you require the sacrament to be brought to you. After receiving communion,
you are invited to kneel at your pew for prayer. On the first and third Sundays, healing
prayers are offered in the Chapel.

COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION HYMNS “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring” ELW 69]
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” ELW 489
We rise.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us
with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing,
and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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= SENDING =

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace # bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Thine the Amen” ELW 826

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “A Ceremonial March” Christopher Tambling
CHANCEL FLOWERS SANCTUARY LAMP
Are given to the glory of God Is burning to the glory of God
and in memory of my father, and in honor of our
Wilmer D. Moretz, who would be choir & music program
106 years old on October 13 by Jan & Andy Burgess.
by Pat Weaver.

READINGS FOR OCTOBER T
Isaiah 25:1-9 | Psalm 23| Philippians 4:1-9 | Matthew 22:1-14

GIVING REPORT
Giving September 1, 2025 through August 31, 2026
August Giving | August Budgeted | Year to Date Year to Date
Giving Giving Budgeted Giving
$22,314.00 $33,333.33 $357,895.30 $400,000.00
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