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Today’s Worship Theme 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church 
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from 
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We 
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with 
gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
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      If you are visiting, please review the Welcome Pew Card in the hymnal holder.  
 
                                                     ✠ GATHER ✠ 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
For up-to-date info, see the “Grace Happenings” Thursday e-newsletter and our 
website’s monthly calendar (also displayed in the Narthex & Fellowship Hall).   ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​
MISSION MOMENT  Julia Whiting-Bryant,  OASIS 
 
PRELUDE ​                         “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”​    Mark Sedio 
 
We rise. 
CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS​     ​ ​
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 
healing upon the earth. Amen. Confident that God justifies us by grace 
through faith, let us confess our sin as we kneel. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your 
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference 
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show 
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world 
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in 
whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of 
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 
We rise. 
SHARING OF THE PEACE​ ​  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
GATHERING HYMN​     “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”​  ELW 835​
​
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GREETING​ ​  Assisting Minister: Jan Burgess ​
​
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.​
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                           
 

Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far 
from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Be seated.                               ✠ WORD ✠​
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​ ​ ​     
Children may come forward for the Children’s Message, then go 
upstairs for Children’s Church & Music, and return for communion.​
 
A READING FROM Ezekiel 33:7-11                          Lector: Bryan Berger 
The prophet’s responsibility to warn the people 
​  7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If 
I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.​
​ 10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 

​ The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 119:33-40  Read responsively. 
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the 
end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep 
it with all my heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness 
enliven me.  

A READING FROM Romans 13:8-14​
Live honorably as in the day. 
​ 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you 
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 
than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is 
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
​
​ The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
We rise.​
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 18:15-20​
Reconciliation in the community of faith​
 
​ The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.​
 
​ [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against 
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you 
are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that 
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 
as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.”​

​
​
​
​
​

​ The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.​
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Be seated.​
SERMON​                                                                           Pastor Steve Troisi 
 
We rise. 
HYMN OF THE DAY          ​“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”​  ELW 603 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                     
  
We kneel.​
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
​ ​
Each portion of the prayer ends with these words: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Be seated.                                   ✠ MEAL ✠  
OFFERING SONG               “By the Gentle Waters”​ Cindy Berry 
                                                  Reba Matthewson, Piano 
 

 
 
Thank you for partnering with Grace . Visit www.graceboone.org/donate, or place 
your gift in the Narthex collection box or mail it to 115 E. King St, Boone, NC 28607.  
 
We rise. 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we 
have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love 
to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                 Communion Assistant: TBD 
 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, 
come! Thanks be to God! 
 
Please be seated. This is the Lord’s Table; all who seek Christ’s true presence promised 
through this bread and wine are welcome and invited to partake in communion at the head 
of the aisle. You'll receive bread first (gluten-, nut-, soy- & dairy-free) and then wine (grape 
juice is available). Please alert an usher if you require the sacrament to be brought to you. 
On the first and third Sundays, healing prayers are offered in the Chapel. 
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COMMUNION SONG     

 
COMMUNION HYMNS           “In All Our Grief”​ ​       ELW 615 

 ​                                      “Where Charity and Love Prevail”​                           ELW 359 

We rise. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us 
with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table 
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, 
and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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                                                   ✠ SENDING ✠   

BLESSING 
 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN​       “Let All Things Now Living”​ ​          ELW 881 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. ​
Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE       ​ “In All Our Grief”​                           Robert J. Powell 
 
 

​

CHANCEL FLOWERS 
Are given to the glory of God  

and in celebration of ​
Ron’s 90th birthday 

by Gail Schuette. 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
Is burning to the glory of God 
and in honor of those in the 

armed forces who work every 
day for our country 

by Ron & Gail Schuette. 
 
 
 

READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 13 
  Genesis 50:15-21  | Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 |  Romans 14:1-12 | Matt. 18:21-35 

 
 
 

GIVING REPORT 
Giving September 1, 2025 through July 31, 2026 

July Giving July Budgeted 
Giving 

Year to Date  
Giving  

Year to Date 
Budgeted Giving 

$21,182.00 $33,333.33 $335,581.30 $366,666.63 
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