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Today’s Worship Theme

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the
rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be
built on the rock of Peter’'s bold confession of faith. God's word of
reconciliation and God's mercy are keys to the church’'s mission. Paul
urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a
living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ.
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word
and deed.
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If you are visiting, please review the Welcome Pew Card in the hymnal holder.

* GATHER =
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS [m] [m]
For up-to-date info, see the “Grace Happenings” Thursday e-newsletter and our
website's monthly calendar (also displayed in the Narthex & Fellowship Hall). E]
PRELUDE “Cive Me Jesus” Richard Billingham

We rise.
CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever,
Amen. Let us confess our sin to God, as we kneel.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,
and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, # Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God's love. Amen.

We rise.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.

GATHERING HYMN “Built on a Rock” ELW 652

GREETING Assisting Minister: Charlie Wallin

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

2



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us
into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



Be seated. = WORD ¥

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children may come forward for the Children’s Message, then go
upstairs for Children’s Church & Music, and return for communion.

A READING FROM lIsaiah 51:1-6 Lector: Nancy Mamlin
The enduring foundation of God'’s salvation

' Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which
you were dug. *Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him, but | blessed him and made him
many. * For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the
Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of
song. “Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a
teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples. °|
will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my
arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they
hope. °Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath, for
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 138 Read responsively.

' | will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods
| will sing your praise.

21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have
glorified your name and your word above all things.

*When | called, you answered me; you increased my strength within
me.

“All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have
heard the words of your mouth.

>They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the

Lord.
(CONT.)
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*The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty
from afar.

"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch
forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall
save me.

8You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast
love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

A READING FROM Romans 12:1-8
One body in Christ, with gifts that differ

'| appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God'’s
mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. ?Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the
mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect.

*For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God
has assigned. “For as in one body we have many members and not all
the members have the same function, >so we, who are many, are one
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ®We
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; “ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
8the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader,
in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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We rise.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 16:13-20
The profession of Peter’s faith

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

B“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” " And
they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ®He said to them, “But who do you
say that | am?” '°*Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” " And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my
Father in heaven. ® And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. °|
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Be seated.

SERMON Pastor Steve Troisi
We rise.
HYMN OF THE DAY “The Church's One Foundation” ELW 654

APOSTLES' CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. | believe in God, the
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

We kneel.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each portion of the prayer ends with these words:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Be seated. ¥ MEAL ¥
OFFERING SONG “My Hope Is Built” Zebulon M. Highben

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own | claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, | stand; all other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face, | rest on his unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain)

His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood;
When all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain)

When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may | then in him be found,
Clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne! (Refrain)

Thank you for partnering with Grace . Visit www.graceboone.org/donate, or place
your gift in the Narthex collection box or mail it to 115 E. King St, Boone, NC 28607.
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We rise.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help
us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION Communion Assistant: Anna Seden

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! Thanks be to God!

Please be seated. This is the Lord’s Table;, all who seek Christ’s true presence promised
through this bread and wine are welcome and invited to partake in communion at the head
of the aisle. You'll receive bread first (gluten-, nut-, soy- & dairy-free) and then wine (grape
juice is available). Please alert an usher if you require the sacrament to be brought to you.
On the first and third Sundays, healing prayers are offered in the Chapel.




COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION HYMNS “We Are an Offering” ELW 692
“O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW 820
We rise.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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= SENDING =
BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, # one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “We All Are One in Mission” ELW 576

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Rock and Refuge” F. Melius Christiansen
CHANCEL FLOWERS SANCTUARY LAMP
Are given to the glory of God Is burning to the glory of God
and in loving memory of and in memory of our friend
Gerald Adams Susan Spotz
by Julia Adams. by Tom & Michelle Borkowski.

READINGS FOR AUGUST 30
Jeremiah 15:15-21 | Psalm 26:1-8 | Romans 12:9-21| Matthew 16:21-28

GIVING REPORT
Giving September 1, 2025 through July 31, 2026

July Giving July Budgeted Year to Date Year to Date
Giving Giving Budgeted Giving
$21,182.00 $33,333.33 $335,581.30 $366,666.63
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