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Today’s Worship Theme
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from
the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry
bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome
the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Welcome &Worship Notes
● We’re glad you are here! Please know children can join us for worship too.
● Congregation responses are in bold print. “ELW” is the red hymnal. The

Holy Bible is in the lower racks below the pews.
● Our ushers can provide devices for those with hearing impairment.
● Please turn off all cell phones or place them in silent mode.
● Restrooms and water fountain are down the hall from the Sanctuary.

Grace Lutheran Church Affirmation of Welcome
In the name of Jesus, who invites us with reconciling love and grace to join in
the kingdom of God, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes all who
profess, or seek to profess, Jesus Christ as their Savior. Believing that the
Gospel is God’s gift to all, we rejoice in the diversity of God’s people and
welcome all, regardless of age, cultural and economic background, ethnic
and linguistic heritage, gender, marital status, physical and mental ability,
race, sexual orientation, or any other distinction. We are all one in God’s eyes,
sharing in the free gifts of the Gospel and the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we
encourage all to take part in the life of this congregation as we worship,
witness and openly share the love of God through Christ our Lord.

✠ GATHER✠

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE "Wondrous Love" Rebecca Groom Te Velde

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us kneel together, acknowledging before God and one another our need
for repentance and God’s mercy.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect
and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving
to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt
though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so
that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine
mercy,☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.
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Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW 886

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

(cont. p. 4)
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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from
sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be
raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
✠WORD✠

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Message, then are
invited to the classrooms upstairs for Children’s Church & Music, then return
before Holy Communion.

A GOSPEL READING FROM John 11:1-45
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies.

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he
stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
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7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and
are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see
the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the
light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him.”

Please stand as you are able.

A CONTINUED READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will
give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes,
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.” 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And
when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not
yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was
going to the tomb to weep there.
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32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus
began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept
this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her,
“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank
you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said
this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON

Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land” ELW 333

APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. I believe in God, the
Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please kneel as you are able.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each portion of the prayer ends with these words:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Please stand as you are able.
SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace, then be seated.

✠MEAL✠

OFFERING SONG “O Love” Elaine Hagenberg

O Love, O Love, O Love, that will not let me go,
O Love, I rest my weary soul in Thee:

I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thy ocean depths its flowmay richer, fuller be.

O Joy, O Joy, O Joy that seeks me through the pain,
O Joy, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,

And feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.

Thank you for partnering with Grace as we share God's love so that all are
served and supported. Visit www.graceboone.org/donate, or place your gift in
the offering plate in the Narthex or mail it to 115 E. King St, Boone, NC 28607.

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we
present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our
hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. Thanks be to God!

Please be seated. This is the Lord’s Table so all who seek Christ’s true presence promised
through this bread and wine are welcome and invited. Communion will be served at the
head of the aisle. You will receive bread first (the bread is gluten-, nut- and dairy-free)
and then wine (grape juice is available). Please alert an usher if you require the
sacrament to be brought to you.
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COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMNS “ I Am the Bread of Life” ELW 485

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW 334
(vs. 1-3, Lent 5)

Please stand as you are able.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to
hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love.
Amen.
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✠ SENDING✠

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy
Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “You Are the Way” ELW 758

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve in love. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE "Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior" Brenda Portman

ALTAR GREENERY
Is given to the glory of God and

in honor of my sisters,
Allie Wise Goudy & Martha Wise,

by Suzanne Wise.

SANCTUARY LAMP
Is burning to the glory of God.

READINGS FOR APRIL 2

Isaiah 50:4-9a | Psalm 31:9-16 | Philippians 2:5-11 | Matthew 26:14-27:54

GIVING REPORT

Giving September 1, 2022 through February 28, 2023

February Giving February
Budgeted Giving

Year to Date
Giving

Year to Date
Budgeted Giving

$17,138.68 $27,500.00 $179,377.72 $172,000.00
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Grace Lutheran: Sharing God’s love so that all are served and supported.
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